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Growing Awareness & Concerns 
about a Growing Problem

Sources of Marine Debris



Ingestion, Entanglement & Chemical Poisoning
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Impacts of Marine Debris

Human Health & Safety



Impacts of Marine Debris



Habitat & Economics
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• Loss of habitat for 
nesting animals

• Cleanup costs 
• Loss of tourism dollars

Impacts of Marine Debris



VA Marine Debris 
Reduction Plan

• First plan in 2014
• Collaborative effort
• Based on what is 

feasible

• politically

• socially 

• economically 
• Summary & Look-

ahead in 2016



Accomplishments: Monitoring 2014-2019



Accomplishments: Remove & Mitigate

VA Marine Debris 

Emergency Response 

Guide 

Available at: 
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/

emergency-response-

guide/virginia-marine-debris-

emergency-response-guide

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/emergency-response-guide/virginia-marine-debris-emergency-response-guide


Accomplishments: Networks

• Collaboration (Summits, 

workshops

• VA Plastic Pollution Prevention 

Network

• LitterFreeVA.org

• Stormwater & Litter Network

https://litterfreeva.org/

http://vaplasticpollutionpreventionnetwork.org/

• Abandoned & Derelict Vessel 
Work Group

https://litterfreeva.org/


Accomplishments: Social Marketing Campaigns 
to Stop Balloon Releases & Keep Beaches Clean

Photos from various websites         



• Intentional balloon releases  

illegal in VA as of July 1, 2021

• Polystyrene food containers phasing 
out – chain restaurants by 2023; all 
food vendors by 2025

Accomplishments: Laws

• 2020 law allows local govts to put 5-cent 
fee on plastic bags.



VA Litter Tax 

• Raised after 44 years from $10 

to $20 per business. 

• Inadequate…consider 

raising it to $100 per 

business per year. 

• Open up grant program to 

non-profit organizations 

Accomplishments: Funding



2021 – 2026

CZM Section 

309 

Marine Debris 

Strategy

$160k/year for

5 years - includes 

project coordination, 

monitoring, locality 

assistance ($22 -27k/yr), 

and summits in 2022 

and 2025

Photos from various websites         





• Reduce Consumer 

Debris

• Reduce Derelict Fishing 

Gear

Four Major Goals

•Reduce Microplastics and 

Microfibers

• Reduce Abandoned and 

Derelict Vessels





Some Legislative Actions for the 
New 2021-2025 Plan

• Wider adoption of EO 77 to reduce 
the use of single-use plastics

• Adoption of policies and laws to 
reduce specific forms of marine 
debris

• Recycling of fishing line and 
removal of braided fishing line

• Create and fund a VA Abandoned & 
Derelict Vessel Prevention and 
Removal Program



• Local implementation of 5-cent fees 

on single-use plastic bags

• Local ordinances regarding dumpster 

management and hauling

• Local ordinances on bulk trash 

disposal options

• Support phase out of EPS and 
increased enforcement

• Statewide fee on plastic bags

• Statewide bottle bill

• Extended producer responsibility 

Some Legislative Actions for the 
New 2021-2025 Plan
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